May 4, 2026

To Members of the Ohio General Assembly:

As people of faith, we are committed to policies rooted in justice and grounded in
the promise of redemption. While we come from varied backgrounds and political
stances, we stand together against state sanctioned murder. Instead, we are

motivated by the restorative power of empathy and investments in transformation.

We hold deep care and respect for victims and co-victims of crime, and we most
certainly are not opposed to accountability for rightfully convicted persons.
However, we believe that the death penalty serves no moral purpose. Instead, it is a
hollow instrument of death that offers no redemption, no closure, and no
transformation for anyone involved. The death penalty monopolizes human and
financial resources that would be better spent if applied to the co-victims whose
glaring list of needs often goes unmet.

Now is the time for Ohio to rid itself of its outdated and immoral death penalty. As
people who are motivated by faith and sparked by profound love for the common
good, we are calling on you to endorse the bipartisan, multi-faith effort to abolish
the death penalty in Ohio.

Signed,

Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr. Rev. Michael Poole, Jr.
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Columbus, Ohio Emanuel Lutheran Church
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Pastor Rich Nathan

Director of Pastoral Residency, For Columbus
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Pastor, Immaculate Heart of Mary, Guardian Angels,
Saint John Fisher, Chapel of Saint Jerome
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Certified Lay Minister, Epiphany United Methodist

Church
Loveland, Ohio

Sister Elizabeth Bowyer, SND
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
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Cincinnati, Ohio

Dr. Scott Carson
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Elizabeth Davis
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Sister Mary Frances Davisson, SC
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Rev. Michelle Dayton
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Rev. Dr. Alice Diebel

Community Minister, Circles of Spirit
Affiliation: Miami Valley Unitarian Universalist
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Dayton, Ohio

Sister Patricia Ditmeier, SC
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Sister Shirley Dix, SC
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Rev. Michael Doerr
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Mr. Norman Douglas
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The Reverend John Drymon
Rector, Trinity Episcopal Church
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Dayton, Ohio
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Pastor Kyle Earley
The Faith Movement
Cleveland, Ohio

Rev. David Eckman
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Rev. Matthew Every
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Elizabeth Facey
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Cincinnati

Mount Saint Joseph, Ohio
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Sister Elizabeth Finn, SC
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati
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Rev. Leslie Flemming
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Deacon Peter Foradori
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Linda Ford
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Sister Victoria Forde, SC
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Rabbi Chase Foster
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Reverend Craig Foster
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Pastor John Foster
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Rev. Kathleen Fowler
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Sister Joanne Frania, SND
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Bruce Freeman
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Rev. Lindsey Funtik
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Susan Gallagher
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Tony Gallagher, PhB.M.A.
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Sister Anne Garson, OP
Dominican Sisters of Peace
Columbus, Ohio
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Priest, Old Trinity Episcopal Church
Tiffin, Ohio
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Rev. Jeff Gill
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Sister Margaret Gorman, SND

Provincial Superior, Sisters of Notre Dame of the
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Member, Sisters of Mercy
Cincinnati, Ohio
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Mission & Communication Coordinator, West Ohio
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Cincinnati, Ohio

Rev. Allen V. Harris

Regional Pastor & President, Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in Ohio

Cleveland, Ohio

Robert “Chip” Harrod, J.D., M.A
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Rev. Carolyn Horvath
Pastor, Hope House of Prayer
Cleveland, Ohio

Sister Sandra Howe, SC
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati
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of the Nazarene

Columbus, Ohio

Richard W. Johnson
Pastor, Sanctuary Columbus Church
Columbus, Ohio

The Right Rev. Anne Jolly
Bishop, The Episcopal Diocese of Ohio
Cleveland, Ohio

Rev. Kenneth Jones
Retired Minister, Presbytery of the Western Reserve
Willoughby, Ohio

Sister Pamela Jones, SC
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati
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Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay

Minister for Worship and Theology, United Church
of Christ

Pastor, First Congregational UCC of Wellington
Wellington, Ohio

Dr. Nancy Lineburgh
Board President, Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Yellow Springs, Ohio

Sister Margaret Link
Retired Director of Spiritual Care, Altercare
Mentor, Ohio

Geraldine Loar
Circle Leader, Troy First United Methodist Church
Troy, Ohio

Sister Beverly LoGrasso, OSU
Ursuline Sisters
Pepper Pike, Ohio

Jessica Lohrey

Program Director, The Interfaith Center at Miami
University

Oxford, Ohio
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