
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE​​ ​ Contact: Kevin Werner, Executive Director 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Phone: 614-981-3148, Email: kwerner@otse.org 
​ ​ ​  
 

Elwood Jones exonerated from Ohio’s death row; 

twelfth innocent man spent 28 years on death row 

 

CINCINNATI, OHIO, December 12–Elwood Jones became the 12th Ohio death row 
exoneree after Hamilton County prosecutors dismissed charges against him. Mr. Jones’ 
exoneration is the second death penalty exoneration from Hamilton County and the 
202nd death row exoneration nationally.  

Kevin Werner, executive director of Ohioans to Stop Executions said, “Today we’re 
thinking about the families involved. We’re thinking of the Nathan family and we’re 
thinking of the Jones family, both who were irreparably harmed by Ohio’s death penalty 
system. The public has had it with wrongful convictions. Lawmakers need to get serious 
and repeal the death penalty.” 

Mr. Jones was granted a new trial in 2022 after a court determined that 4,000 pages of 
documents were withheld from Jones during his initial trial. Exculpatory evidence was 
found among the withheld documents. 

The 12 death row exonerees spent nearly 250 years incarcerated for crimes they did 
not commit.  

### 

Ohioans to Stop Executions (OTSE) is the only single issue death penalty repeal organization in Ohio. 
OTSE represents millions of Ohioans who oppose the death penalty, and we are the lead organization in 
the #NoDeathPenaltyOH campaign to abolish Ohio’s capital punishment system. For more information 
go to https://otse.org/ .  
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